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“My work is at once abstract yet realistic. My inspiration comes from what I’ve experienced and 

what I see in the world. Viewers sense something familiar, yet the sensation is new. Everything 

starts with drawing, but as the work progresses, each painting takes on a life of its own.”

Ted Cowart found out very early in life; he loved art. When he was just a few years old, his parents 

gave him a large chalkboard and boxes of colored chalk. He then used them to entertain his 

parents’ friends with drawings of objects, people, and animals. By the time he was eight years old, 

Ted had won many prizes for his drawings and posters, which led to a 10-year scholarship to the 

Museum of Fine Arts Houston.

Ted’s college education began at the University of Houston, where he was a Fine Art major and 

award-winning set designer for the university’s operas and productions. Shortly after that, he heard 

about the Los Angeles Art Center College of Design. With much determination, he decided to seek 

admission and soon became one of the youngest students ever accepted.

In the early sixties, he was dispatched to Germany by the US Army. After his tour of duty was up, 

he spent time gathering inspiration as he traveled the continent. Upon his return to the States, 

the lure of New York City was too hard to resist, and Ted was soon deeply immersed in Madison 

Avenue advertising.

After 12 years, he returned to Houston with a full portfolio of work as a creative director —

launching a successful marketing and design firm while still painting, drawing, and creating art.

Since the 1990s, Ted has devoted his time exclusively to painting. Collectors have discovered him, 

and his work is found in public and private collections throughout the country. Known for working 

in series, energy, and color are the hallmarks of his paintings. Each work is unique; they bring 

warmth, light, texture, and the feeling of nature inside. The works are strong, harmonious, and 

pleasing; they evoke a sense of calm and quietness; some are bright and vigorous, showcasing his 

range as an artist and deep connection with color. 

TED COWART - Painting
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TED COWART

Select Corporate Collections

Andrew L. Waite SCF Partners – Houston

Citation Oil and Gas Corporation – Houston

EnCap Investments LP – Houston

Fairmount Santrol – Sugar Land

Forbes Magazine Fine Art Collections

Golden Boots Awards – Beverly Hills

Hilton Embassy Suites Hotel – The Woodlands at Hughes Landing

Hochglaube & DeBorde Law Firm – Houston

Howard Hughes Corporation

Huntington Properties, Inc. – Houston

IberiaBank Corporation – Houston and New Orleans

Judith Ann Jewels – Houston

Lebanon Valley College – Pennsylvania

Murphy Oil Corporation – Houston

“My Lady” Yacht Collection – Palm Beach

Riverstone Holdings LLC – Houston

Shepherd School of Music at Rice University – Houston

Suzanne Bruce and Associates – Houston

The Bressler Center for Facial Plastic Surgery – Houston

The Briar Club – Houston

Wells Fargo Wealth Management – Houston

The works can be found in many private collections around the country


